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Cancer survivors kicked off Relay for Life Friday with the survivor lap. More than 67 teams and 2,000 people participated in the charity event for the American Cancer Society.

Relay for Life raises $82,000
Annual event still accepting
donations to fight cancer
Derek Legette

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

USC students and others raised more
than $82,000 for the American Cancer
Society during this weekend’s Relay for Life
event at Blatt Field.
Participants in Relay for Life raise money
before, during and after the event. $7,000
of that amount came from the event alone.
Lauren Hebert, the event’s chairwoman,
said the group is still raising funds to reach
their final goal of $100,000. Donations can
be made on relayforlife.org/usc until Aug.
31.
“It’s really ambitious but I think we can
do it,” Herbert said.
Teams came out to walk laps around the
field to raise funds for the cause.
Lu m i na r ie s, or wh ite paper bag s
representing someone who fought or died
from cancer, were positioned in a large
rectangle so people would walk around

them.
A total of 67 teams registered for the
event . Even t hough 1,329 st udent s
registered online, more than 2,000 people
were in attendance, Hebert said.
“A ll t he st udent s a nd com mu n it y
members who came out were fantastic,” said
the fourth-year public relations student.
“Relay for Life is about fighting cancer
and having fun, and I think the event was
successful in both endeavors.”
This year, Relay For Life went with a
superheroes theme because it had meaning
to the cause, said the event’s entertainment
chairwoman Olivia Hubert.
“The symbolism behind it is that the
cancer survivors are heroes for fighting
cancer,” said Hubert, a fourth-year public
relations student. “We want to relay that by
fighting back for them.”
Student organizations catered to the
theme by having their tents represent
superheroes. The Carolina Judicial Council,
for example, went with a Captain America
theme.
“We thought he represents the values

of American justice as we promote the
tenants of the Carolina Creed on campus,”
said Elena Faria, the organization’s vice
president of administration.
Faria, a second-year broadcast journalism
student, said that doing Relay for Life is a
great thing to take part in because “we can
all unite in this cause.”
T he Delt a Sig m a T het a soror it y
members went with a Charlie’s Angels
spoof, calling themselves Delta’s Angels for
the event.
“The theme is fitting to us,” said president
Chloe’ Greene. “We’re devastating divas
and decided to have fun with it.”
Greene, a fourth-year history student,
said participating in Relay For Life is
“near and dear to her heart” because her
grandfather passed away from cancer.
“I think it’s a rewarding experience.
Everyone should participate,” Greene said.
The Blatt Field was animated with life as
people threw footballs, had barbecues and
played corn hole. Others smeared pie in one
another’s faces.
RELAY ● 2
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Bags called “luminaries” were decorated in
honor or memory of those who fought cancer.

Bestselling author, famed columnist
Gail Collins visits campus Wednesday
Collins shares
insight in lengthy,
wide-ranging Q&A
Josh Dawsey

JDAWSEY@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
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The band and newcomers had only 30 minutes to practice before the performance.

New faces play at Spring Game
Band director’s open call
draws 32 non-members
Cassie Stanton

CSTANTON@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

USC’s marching band had its first
practice Saturday under its new director
Saturday, which was open to all students
who had any previous marching band
experience.
Not only were non-band members
allowed to practice with the band, they
were allowed to perform at the Spring
Game.
In addition to the 154 current band
members, 32 new students took advantage
of the opportunity.
These students were a combination of
incoming freshmen and USC students
who have marching band experience.
Students also showed interest in the band
during Saturday’s “USC Admissions Day”

Monday
89°

The inter view has been
edited and shortened for space.
A l l i n a day’s work:
My columns are most ly
what’s happening. They
are generally better when
they’re in the news. People
are happy when they can
read something that relates
to something else they’re
reading. A lot of the stuff I
write is right on deadline.
Other things are things
I’ve been working on for
a while that I have in my
back pocket in case of crisis.
But people think columnists
have a lot of columns in
their back pocket. It’s not
true. They get used quickly.
COLLINS ● 2

Police searching for campus burglar
USC police are searching for a suspect
who has committed six burglaries at four
different USC buildings, according to a
crime alert on USCPD’s website.
Between March 28 and April 4,
the suspect stole wallets containing
credit cards and identifications from
the Osborne Administration Building,
Blat t Physical Education Center,
S t r o m T h u r m o n d We l l n e s s a n d
Fitness Center and South Quad.

Surveillance photos released by police
show the suspect, a black male walking
into a Best Buy wearing a hat, blue
jacket, dark jeans and white shoes.
If you have information, you can call
Crime Stoppers at 1-888-CRIMESC
(888-274-6872). Calls will remain
anonymous, and tips can earn you
$1000 in cash.
- Compiled by Ryan Quinn, News Editor

BAND ● 2

USC Opera

Down the Rabbit Hole

Focus is under center

58°

The USC Opera program performed two
Spanish lyric operas to
a filled auditorium this
weekend.

Columnist Alice Chang
discusses the changes
in perception of reality
TV “stars” today.

The 2011 Garnet
and Black Game was
about USC’s quarterbacks not named
Stephen Garcia

47°

See page 5

Tuesday
76°

at Strom Thurmond Wellness & Fitness
Center.
“They’re coming in and giving basic
information, like intended major, so we can
do a little better job of welcoming them
into our family,” said Alek Bevensee, a firstyear business student and baritone player.
Katie Cok, an incoming freshman
who plans on marching in the fall, got an
invitation to play on Saturday through
email. She said she was excited about
playing in the stands and meeting new
people, and t hat t he band was ver y
welcoming.
Throughout the practice, which ran less
than 30 minutes, Rebecca Phillips, the new
director of athletic bands, smiled as she
conducted the energetic musicians. The
band practiced the national anthem and a
few adaptations Phillips made to traditional
music played during football games.
Some of the changes being implemented

Gail Collins is a trailblazing
journalist, bestselling author
and the first woman to head
the editorial page of The New
York Times. She is currently
an op-ed columnist at The New
York Times.
Her witty columns often
leave readers on the verge
of tea r s both f ro m their
hilarity and their uncanny
a b i l i t y t o p o i n t o u t t he
incredible inef ficiencies in
government. Collins visits
campus Wednesday night for

a lecture inside the Gambrell
Au dito r iu m o n he r book
“When Everything Changed:
The Amazing Jour ney of
Ame r ican Wo me n to the
P r e s e n t .”
The lecture
begins at
6 p.m.
She will
sig n book s
afterward.
S h e
spoke with
Daily
COLLINS The
Gamecock
l a s t week.
Here’s a little of her take on
South Carolina politics, her
journalism career, Washington
D.C. and what makes a good
columnist.

See page 3

See page 8
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Daily Gamecock wins best paper in state
Ryan Quinn

RQUINN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

The Daily Gamecock won first place in the general
excellence category, formerly known as best overall, for
the third year in a row Friday at the South Carolina Press
Association’s awards ceremony at Winthrop University.
Clemson University’s The Tiger came in second, and
Winthrop’s The Johnsonian came in third. Members of
local Columbia media outlets judged the awards.
Fifteen members of The Gamecock also won awards in
10 specialized categories, including seven first places, four
second places and four third places.
The sports and advertising sections swept the awards for
the over-5,000 circulation division, and dailygamecock.com
was named the best college news website.
Anna Douglas, The Johnsonian’s editor-in-chief, won
collegiate journalist of the year for 2011.
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news

Scott Lindenberg / STUDENT MEDIA

Current and former members of The Gamecock celebrated their awards.
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Relay for Life 2011 was held on the Blatt Field from 7 p.m. Friday to 7 a.m. Saturday. The event raised money to combat cancer.
RELAY ● Continued from 1
“Everyone’s having bake sales for a fundraiser, so
we wanted to do something different,” said Alpha
Epsilon Pi Vice President Jeffrey Schwartz. His
fraternity had a “Pie-a-Pi” gig, in which for one dollar
you could smear cream pie into a fraternity member’s
face.
“Who doesn’t want to hit someone in the face with
a pie for the low price of a dollar?” Schwartz asked.
Festivities aside, Relay For Life still honored those
who have died from cancer and those still living with
the disease.
At 10 p.m., candles were placed and lit in the
luminaries as the main lights in the field were turned
off, so only the candle lights were seen illuminating
the night. A moment of silence was held in honor of
all those affected by cancer.
“The thing that kills me is that one bag is a person
but that one bag has affected more people than we
can think of because cancer affects everybody,” said
Richard Craven, a third year chemistry student.

Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The theme of this year’s event was superheroes. Teams decorated their tents
to honor the superheroes they see in those fi ghting and recovering from cancer.
BAND ● Continued from 1
include specific cheers for specific downs.
“This serves two purposes in the future,”
Phillips said. “The band knows what to have
ready during the game and the cheers have
fan participation opportunities.”
She also plans on moving the spell-out
of “Carolina” in the fight song to a place

Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news

where the fans can anticipate it coming and
participate. The spell-out is traditionally in
the beginning, but Phillips said fans have
told her that they don’t know it’s happening
until too late.
Ph i l l ips sa id a not her cha nge w i l l
be a special tag of the fight song after a
touchdown that brings the team to the extra
point with more celebration and drama,

and after the extra point there will be an
additional spell-out.
Ben Spag nuolo, a f irst-year music
education student and drum major, said the
band has a very positive new energy.
“It’s been revitalized,” Spagnuolo said.
“We got the attention we needed to address
the problems that were here.”
After the game, Phillips said she felt
like the band performed well, especially
since many students hadn’t touched their
instruments since the Chick-Fil-A Bowl.
“There were times that we displayed
some power-potential in the stands, which
is very encouraging for the upcoming fall
season,” Phillips said.

Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news

COLLINS ● Continued from 1
On being a good columnist: Being
a good columnist requires bringing
information to the table and doing your
own research. Reporting is a big part of
the job. Nobody wants to just hear your
opinions.
On her career’s defining moment:
When I was young and first in the business,
I was in Connecticut and got laid off. I
started a statewide news service, and when
I was doing that, my goal was to get all the
little papers in the state information about
what their state legislature was doing. It
sort of became a mission from God for me
a while. Nobody knows what their state
legislature is doing. It was me and [now
New York Times editorial page editor
Trish Hall], and the two of us would sit
there every day and think how can we
make this interesting so someone will read
about the state legislature. We’d do quizzes
and all sorts of things. That taught me
most about how to write because I was so
desperately trying to make the information
interesting and each of these individual
papers wanted individual stories, so I was
writing a lot.
On the next generation of journalists:
When we went from regular typewriters
from computers, I could see a difference
in how stories sounded and the way they
were written. They became crisper, and we
could control them so much better. Now
with new media, the way people read is
so much different. Their attention span is
so much shorter, and their ability to come
in and out of the news is so much greater.
It’s going to require a whole new kind of
writing that hasn’t been generated yet —
you’re going to create a whole new kind of
writing that changes how people take in
information.
How the New York Times has adapted
to the digital age: Our whole perception
of our readership has changed. It used
to be that we were in theory conscious
of our readers — now, looking back, I
realize that we hardly gave them a tumble,
and that the degree to which our readers
figured in was really minimal. We were
writing for ourselves and the other kinds
of people and hoping the rest of the world
would be interested too. The presence of
the readers in our lives is so much greater
now — not a single thing happens in my
life now that I feel like 200,000 people
can’t comment on if they’d want to. But
we’ve learned that it’s very important
not to get obsessed with comments on
our website. There are certain kinds of
things readers want to comment on — if
I say Obama really screwed this up, stuff
that’s very contentious and argumentative
and political and if it hits hot buttons
that gets on the news, that stuff gets a
ton of comments, a ton of views, a ton
of emails. But when Nick Kristof writes
about Darfur, which he won a Pulitzer
and changed the course of history for that
region, he knows he’s not going to let a
comments and letters.
On reading the comment section: I
read through them fast to make sure no
one is pointing out some kind of error or
misinterpretation — simply somebody
making an argument that I missed a point
or something — you’re interested to look
at it. But readers often debate the issues
back and forth among themselves more
than anything.
On why her columns are so funny:
As I went along as a columnist, what I
didn’t want was to make the readers feel
like shooting themselves. I want them to
see there’s light at the end of the tunnel
and want to keep the readers going.
And it’s possible to convey quite a bit of
information while you’re entertaining the
readers.
On South Carolina politics: Your
columnists and writers have a great arena
for writing. South Carolina has always
produced these high-profile, colorful
and very intelligent but sometimes crazy
people. It’s a wonderful place to write
and report. I always look forward to the
presidential primary season there.
Advice for young journalists: If you
want to be a journalist, you follow your
heart. If you’re writing and working and
learning and talking about things that have
touched your heart, you’ve won the game
with whatever job you’ve lined up with.
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news

NEWS: thegamecock
SPORTS: TDG_Sports
MIX: gamecockmix
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Letter to the
Editor: Show
some respect

EDITORIAL BOARD
JOSH DAWSEY

Pastafarians lose
posters to vandals
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Managing Editor

HAKEEM JEFFERSON
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EDDIE MANN
Assistant Copy Desk Chief

JAMES KRATCH
Sports Editor

CHRIS BROWN

SYDNEY PATTERSON

Design Director

Assistant Mix Editor

Huntsman should focus
on students, not himself
Every day for the past few months, graduating seniors
have woken up early to check USC’s website to see if
university officials had decided which politician or celebrity
will share lessons they’ll remember for the rest of their
lives.
OK, that may be a bit of an exaggeration, but every
student, at one point or another, dreams of having a great
commencement speaker — someone who will inspire,
encourage and most importantly, succeed at not boring
them to death for 30 minutes. And while few students have
strong opinions as to who their commencement speaker
should be, they deserve to know that the individual chosen
to take part in one of the most important ceremonies
of their lives has one goal and one goal only — to leave
graduates with pearls of wisdom they can use throughout
their lives.
Un iver sit y of f ic ia l s
“It is fair to question a n n o u n c e d F r i d a y
t hat Jon Hu nt sma n,
the motives of this t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s ’
Ambassador to China and
year’s speaker.” a potential Republican
Pa r t y ca nd idate for
president, will speak at
commencement exercises this May.
Given the university’s interdisciplinary focus on China
and other Asian countries, we are willing to give the
university some leeway rewarding this decision. It is
interesting, however, that Mr. Huntsman has agreed to
speak at USC’s commencement during the same week the
state Republican Party holds its convention in Columbia
and the first Republican presidential debate is scheduled
in Greenville.
Do we think the university is involved in a right-wing
conspiracy aimed at gaining support for Mr. Huntsman
should he decide to run for president in 2012? Of course
not.
Do we think that it is fair to question the motives of
this year’s commencement speaker given the important
role that South Carolina plays in Republican presidential
politics? We certainly do.
While we are excited to host him on our campus, we can
only hope that Mr. Huntsman speaks to graduates about
their future while refraining from focusing on his own.

DOWN THE RABBIT HOLE

Negative behaviors now accepted
Society rewards Jersey Shore cast,
other reality TV stars with high salaries
It has just been recently announced
that the members of Jersey Shore are now
receiving a salary raise and will now earn a
minimum of $100,000 per episode filmed.
Just in season two, each member received
about $10,000 per episode. For just one
hour of drunk bar fights and promiscuity,
these people are earning more than most
middle-class, hard-working Americans earn
each year.
I could talk about how unfair this is or
how angry it makes me or
how depressing it is that
these human beings can hold
in their undeserving hands
more money t ha n I ca n
possibly fathom. But I won’t,
because this is not something
t hat is new, and it’s not
Alice
something that is surprising
Chang
anymore. Just a couple weeks
First-year
ago, Rutgers University paid
international
business student
Snooki $32,000, a couple
thousand more than they
paid the famous literary, Toni Morrison.
Clearly, the things we value are beginning
to shift.
Our culture, probably more than most
other cultures in the world, has a tendency
to glorify the absurd behaviors of society
and it is undeniable that these absurdities
are fascinating. Watching a reality TV
show is like watching a circus, so ludicrous
that it’s captivating. And it is for this reason
that millions of Americans are able to
faithfully watch week after week, shows like

Jersey Shore, Teen Mom and Sweet Sixteen.
But when does our enthusiastic interest
in the decadent absurdities of popular
culture turn into a form of glorification?
In our deep involvement in observing the
debauchery of others, are we subconsciously
beginning to condone it? It seems, more
often now than ever before, that the things
being portrayed on reality shows and other
media sources to depict the abnormal and
humorous lifestyles of others are becoming
less and less absurd to us.
This industry is growing, and perhaps
it’s time for us to ask ourselves why. When
the members of Jersey Shore are being paid
six figures per episode, it is no wonder that
we no longer see it as a repelling culture
and instead are beginning to change our
perception of it. We begin to view the
debauchery as glamour, a lifestyle that
could perhaps bring us personal success if
we, too, chose to embrace it. This is the
tragedy.
As much as I personally dislike reality
TV, I will not say that reality TV and
the corresponding celebrity culture are
pointless. On the contrary, they are very
necessary. They are benchmarks by which
we can gauge our own lives, something to
compare our society to in order to ensure
that the absurdities portrayed remain
exactly that in our eyes — absurd and
ridiculous. For that reason, we must learn
to draw a clearer line for ourselves and
keep in mind the difference between the
things we take seriously and the things we
don’t. The last thing we would want to do
is accidentally take the dregs of society and
put it on a pedestal.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Students comment on advisement,
USC’s tobacco policies on campus
To find a good adviser at USC is like winning
the lottery.
A majority of advisers feel like they have
better things to do than sit and talk to a student
about their future plans. I personally feel that
it’s a part of their job and they should give it
their all, regardless of how they feel. You will
always have aspects of your job that you like
and some that you don’t. In my freshman year,
I was given an adviser whose priority was not
advisement. Being a biology student without the
pre-med track makes a lot of biology advisers
overlook you because a majority of them only
advise students on the pre-med track. This idea
frustrated me because I couldn’t find anyone
to tell me anything about biology that wasn’t
related to pre-med.
I was also a little afraid of my adviser because
every time I went to advisement, I felt a little
judged for not having a perfect GPA. Finally,

this year I was frustrated and annoyed, so I
jokingly asked one of my professors in class if he
would advise me, thinking he would just laugh.
Instead, he said, “Sure, see me after class.”
He was able to answer all my questions and
encouraged me to explore my major. I was
so relieved to have found an adviser who is
supportive and understanding of what I want
my future to be rather than making me mold to
their future plans. If I had known my freshman
year that I could switch advisers, I would have.
I feel like a lot of people are unhappy with their
advisers and don’t know how to fix that.
A good adviser can really make or break your
college experience. I know changing my adviser
has opened opportunities for me. Our school
should let seniors who are in the major advise
part-time.
This would be beneficial because of their
recent experience and knowledge about the
major.
— Arjamand Sami, second-year biology and
psychology student

year in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
c o l u m n s . C o l u m n i s t s s h o u l d ke e p
submissions to about 50 0 words in
length and include the author’s name and
position. Guest columns are limited to
three per author per semester.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length and
clarity, or not publish at all.
All submissions become the property
of The Daily Gamecock and must conform
to the legal standards of USC Student
Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let us
know about it. Email gamecockopinions@sc.edu and we will print
the correction in our next issue.

Tucker is membership
director for USC
Pastafarians and a firstyear anthropology student.

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
Viewpoints page is to stimulate discussion
in the Unive r sit y of South Ca rolina
community. All published authors are
expected to provide logical arguments to
back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourage s
readers to voice opinions and offers three
methods of expression: letters to the
editor, guest columns and feedback on
dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should be
submitted via e-mail to gamecockeditor@
sc.edu. Letters must be 200 to 300 words
in length and include the author’s name,

Are you aware that it is illegal to smoke oncampus within 25 feet of a building?
Did you know that smoking is prohibited
at all USC bus stops? Chances are if you are a
student at USC, you are vaguely aware of the
restrictions that administration has place on
smoking tobacco. One can find the USC tobacco
policy online at the university website, and it
clearly states through two pages that smoking
on campus is prohibited. If it is illegal to smoke
cigarettes on USC property, then why would
there be talk among Student Government to
build pavilions on-campus where smoking would
be allowed?
The theory behind this move is that nonsmokers would not be bothered by secondhand
smoke on campus, and smokers would have a
place they can light up in between classes. While
it is great to know that Student Government is
making a strong effort to represent all groups at
USC, including smokers, it would behoove the
body to be better prepared when discussing new
initiatives.
— Matt Johns, third-year public relations student

I n t he i nt e r e s t of
promoting understanding
and tolerance, t he
Pastafarians at USC will
host an Ask an Atheist
panel this Wednesday.
We have posted fliers
in various buildings to
build awareness of the
event. You may have seen
them around campus:
amusing, innocuous and
colorful posters depicting
two kittens engaged in
a lightsaber duel. These
are hardly topical images
but cute and eye-catching
nonetheless. However,
over the past week, it
has been a constant and
expensive st r uggle to
keep these fliers in place.
Every day we find that
most of our posters have
been ripped down and
t hrow n away. This is
especially disheartening
given their intention of
promoting inter-faith
u nderstanding and
awareness.
There are many
negative connotations
to t he word “at heist”
in A merica, and none
are deserved. It is only
r e l i g io u s l y j u s t i f ie d
bigot r y t hat a l lows
t he v ilif icat ion of
secular-minded people
t o p e r s i s t . We a r e
constantly exposed to
religion and religious
sentiment, yet we take
no of fense. I n Sout h
Carolina especially, there
are churches on every
m ajor t horough f a re ,
billboards proclaiming
Christianity as the only
path to happiness and
proselytizing preachers
on college campuses.
But do we react? Do
we vandalize churches
and billboards? Do we
attack these preachers?
No. We do not do these
things because we are
reasonable A mer ica n
citizens who hold dear
the same values and laws
as a ny ot her average
citizen. The only way
in which we differ from
most is t hat we don’t
accept the existence of
supernatural entities as
fact. That is all. We are
fathers, mothers, sisters,
brothers, husbands, wives
and children, and we
deserve the same respect
that we give to everyone
else. So when you see
our fl iers posted around
campus, remember: we
respect your right to
believe whatever you
wish. We only want the
same in return.
— Dustin Tucker
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“The loss of a child is the most
terrifying place for me to go.”
— Nicole Kidman
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Members of USC School of Music’s opera program performed two Spanish lyric operas, “La Dolorosa” and “Goyescas,” to a packed house on Saturday night and Sunday afternoon.

Review: USC Opera great entertainment
Student performance exhibits
hard work, artistic professionalism
Kaitlin Wernet

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

The School of Music’s opera performances of “La
Dolorosa” and “Goyescas” were resounding successes
this weekend.
These one-act productions were performed by
undergraduate and graduate students on Saturday
night and Sunday afternoon. Each act showed the
unique spice of a tradit ional Spanish opera and
displayed the theme that there is no song without love.
“La Dolorosa,” written by Christopher Webber,
is a Spanish lyric opera at its finest. The act visits
the story of Rafael, a young monk, who begins to
daydream of a past lover while painting a Dolorosa, a
work of art.
The same woman and her small child arrive at
the monastery, abandoned by the child’s father. The
woman asks Rafael to take care of her and her child,
forcing him to choose between his obligations to the
monastery and reuniting with the woman he loves.

Enrique Granados’ “Goyescas,” was also performed
beautifully by the USC Opera. Inspired by the art
of Spanish painter Francesco Goya, the production
featured a slideshow of his artwork to accompany
the action in the plot, making an extremely powerful
impact.
The story follows a theme of jealousy between
lovers, as Paquiro the toreador betrays his current
f ling Pepa by inv it ing Rosario, a lovely lady of
rank, to a ball. Rosario’s lover, Captain Fernando,
is overwhelmed with jealousy, and the two plan to
fight over her. Meanwhile, Pepa, feeling betrayed by
Paquiro, vows to get payback.
Opera is not generally something heard about
on campus, but this production makes the point
that it should be. W hile newer forms of musical
entertainment showcase one talent, opera requires an
ability to sing, act and even dance at times.
“I think it’s an art form that has become increasingly
under-appreciated; however, it should be recognized
as the art that it truly is,” said Krista Firkus, a secondyear vocal performance graduate student who plays
the role of Rosario. “For the audience, opera is a
form of entertainment that offers you a little bit of
everything coupled with a vast array of emotions at

their highest level.”
The Columbia community has responded to these
productions surprisingly well, fi lling the School of
Music’s recital hall.
The professional at t it ude and tenacit y of t he
performers leads the audience to believe it is much
more than a college production.
The USC group brings a unique vigor to the show,
pronouncing the Spanish language with ease and
melody.
“The chorus and principles have made huge strides
in their ability to sound and perform to the highest
caliber. Doing Spanish opera takes a lot more emotion
and fi re than some other languages, and I believe that
our cast has mastered these qualities,” Firkus said.
“I am so honored to be performing for my fellow
students and the USC community. It is only through
them that I have this opportunity as it is they who
support our department, and I can’t wait to show them
that their support is producing some great works of
art.”

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

‘Rabbit Hole’ captures
subtle human emotion
Skillful acting, direction
transforms simple plot
into moving tale of grief
Neal Hughes

B+

NHUGHES@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

“Rabbit Hole”

NOW IN THEATERS

Courtesy of ubritney.com

Britney Spears released the music video for her new single, “Till the World Ends,” on April 5.

Stunts elevate pop videos
Mainstream artists use
strong female roles, creative
costuming in music videos
Natalie Newman

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Katy Perry — ”E.T.” featuring Kanye West
Everyone has one nowadays — a music
video staged in outer space or the future.
Katy Perry is no exception and manages to
combine both themes in one video while
experimenting with the kind of weird we’d
only expect from Lady Gaga.
The video for her song “E.T.” featuring
Kanye West is defi nitely “extraterrestrial.”
The video takes place sometime after 2030,
the year that, according to the video, pigeons
become extinct. Earth looks like one huge
landfill, and Perry plays an alien f loating
through space. She comes from out of this
world to fi nd love, fi nding it with a man who
appears to be a black albino.
Perhaps Perry is hinting at the theory that
in the future only one race will exist. The
only serious problem with this video is the
excessive floating done by Kanye West and
Katy Perry. We get it. You’re in space, where
there is no gravity. Regardless, Katy Perry
makes a pretty hot alien.

Britney Spears — ”Till The World Ends”
Br it ney Spea rs is no st ra nger to t he
futuristic or intergalactic look either. The
new video for her single “Till The World
Ends” is reminiscent of her most recent
video, “Hold It Against Me,” except this video
displays more of the Britney that everybody

knows and loves: the one with all of the sexy
dance moves, and almost four whole minutes
of them.
As the world crumbles outside, Britney and
her people party underground. The video
ends with Britney coming out of a manhole,
the sun shining outside. Britney Spears is
coming back with a vengeance, her sex appeal
is as high as ever and with her continuous
club hits and powerful videos, she is sure to
keep her fans dancing until the world ends.

Porcelain Black — ”This Is What Rock ‘N’
Roll Looks Like”
Apparently rock ‘n’ roll looks like a girl
with half blonde hair and half black, dressed
in, of course, leather and lace.
New mainstream artist Porcelain Black’s
video for her single, “This Is What Rock ‘N’
Roll Looks Like,” begins with her as a young
girl in a school yard being taunted by preppy
girls dressed in pink. She is saved by a young
Lil Wayne, rocking dread locks, who runs the
girls off. See, he was a gangster even as a kid
on the playground. The video then shows her
nine years later with a rockin’ entourage, as
they pass the group of the now-older bullies,
Porcelain Black gives them the middle fi nger.
Porcelain and her entourage spend the
rest of the video showing their high school
what rock ‘n’ roll looks like, from students
studying in the library to the cheerleaders at
the pep rally. “Hey, hey, hey, if you’re ready to
rage, raise your hands up” because Porcelain
Black may just be the next big thing.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

Director: John Cameron
Mitchell
Starring: Nicole Kidman,
Aaron Eckhart, Dianne
Wiest
Rating: Rated PG-13 for
some drug use, language
Death of a loved one is always
an excruciating struggle.
But when that loved one is a
son or a daughter, the feelings
of pa i n a nd conf usion a re
augmented, creating a situation
of grief like the one depicted in
“Rabbit Hole”.
Adapted from David LindsayAbaire’s play of the same name,
“R abbit Hole” is a poig na nt
drama t hat is bound to affect
even t he most emot iona l ly
detached of viewers.
Starting eight months after the
death of Becca (Nicole Kidman)
and How ie’s (A aron Eck hart)
son Danny, “Rabbit Hole” picks
up right when the grieving has
subsided and t he t wo parents
are t r y ing to assim ilate back
i nt o s o c ie t y a nd he a l t he i r
relationship.
P u r p o s e f u l l y k e e p i n g t he
v iewer i n t he dark about t he
b a c k- s t o r y, “ R a b b i t H o l e ”
unfolds gently, revealing little
bits and pieces of the son’s death
while simultaneously mov ing
forward with the story. As with
any situation, Becca and Howie
grieve in ver y different ways,
which causes conf lict between
them as they try to pick up the
pieces. The f ilm puts most of
its focus on Nicole K idman’s
character, who is emot ionally

stonewalled and trying to erase
e ver y t r ac e of her lo s t s o n .
Becca’s emotional state sets the
pace of the fi lm, with her ups and
downs mirrored by the plot. As
for the plot, “Rabbit Hole” is very
spartan in nature, as the only
confl ict question being posed is:
“What will become of Becca and
Howie?”
Yet the film explores intricacies
of human emotion so riveting to
witness, even this one question
can be overwhelming.
“R abbit Hole” cou ld be
described as many things, but
the most prominent and laudable
aspect of the fi lm is the realism.
Nothing feels forced throughout
the film, no squabbles or fights
are overblown to make it seem
m o r e “d r a m a t i c .” I n s t e a d ,
everything is displayed in a subtle
manner, making the film much
more affecting. “Rabbit Hole”
has an aspect of humanity that
really makes it identifiable to the
viewer. Director John Cameron
M itchel l doe s a good job of
inserting little specks of humor
to add levity or demonstrate that
t hese are t wo nor mal people
going through a very abnormal
and difficult circumstance.
By adding humor and candid
conversat ions not per t a i n i ng
to the death of Danny, the fi lm
i nv ite s u s i nto t he hou se a s
silent witnesses, not an audience
watching from a barrier.
Kidman’s performance netted
her an Oscar nomination this
year, and it is clearly the shining
aspect of t he f ilm. However,
E c k h a r t ’s p o r t r a y a l o f t h e
husband is understated and foils
well with Kidman’s domineering
performance.
“Rabbit Hole” is a very difficult
and haunting fi lm to watch, but it
certainly is worth the emotional
toll that it places on the viewer.
Many f ilms deal with death
and grief, yet “Rabbit Hole” is
the most relatable, which is what
truly sets the fi lm apart.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
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PhD ● By Jorge Cham

The Scene

USC

TODAY
OPEN MIC MONDAY
All day, free
The House Five Points,
2020 Devine St.
ROB SHAW ART EXHIBITION
9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., free
Havens Framemakers and
Gallery, 1616 Gervais St.

TOMORROW

HOROSCOPES

“LOW DOUGH SHOW” W/ SUNDRIED VIBES, SOUNDS OF
SUBURBIA, THE VELVET JONEZ,
THE FEED
7:30 p.m., $2 over 21 / $6
under 21
New Brookland Tavern,
122 State St.

1234567890-=

ARIES Your partner
offers excellent support now.
A balanced checkbook is
only part of the story. Don’t
forget to breathe deeply. Be
grateful for what you have.
Passion or compassion?
Don’t worry, you’ll think of
something.
TAU RUS M ight
as well listen ... you might
have to compromise. Don’t
let worries about money
interfere with love. Still,
resist impetuous spending.
Ta k e t a s k s s l o w l y t o
minimize error.

GEMINI Too much
of a good t h i ng causes
problems. There’s not as
much as you hoped, and not
as little as you feared. Still,
anticipate some resistance to
spending cuts.
CANCER It could be
a difficult time to be on the
road, or pursuing romance.
Be patient, and allow time
for new data that disrupts
routines. Get expert help, if
necessary.

L EO Don’t wor r y,
you’ll think of something.
Be calm and supportive,
no m at t e r w h at . Yo u r
conscience keeps you on the
right path, which avoids a
nasty pitfall. Don’t gamble
or flash money around.

SAGIT TA RIUS

V IRGO

Reac h out a nd i n spi re
s o me o ne . A love d o ne
is anx ious to make
improvements. A n
unpleasant money
conversation might occur.
Listen patiently, and then
act.

L I BR A

Don’t let your mind wander
far. Others need your ability
to focus and bring sense to
the frenetic day. They rely
on you. And your interest
makes you interesting.

The more
you get to know a friend, the
better you like her. Make
your home into a safe haven.
You have the money you
need, and you’re creating
positive buzz.
Don’t let
anybody coax you off track.
Hold out for what you really
want. Big stories are exactly
that. Friendship is the basis
for a great partnership.

S C OR PIO Be
diligent. Watch out, or you
might forget an important
detail. Friends and finances
don’t mix well today. Don’t
throw your money around.
Get what you need just for
today.

C A PR ICOR N

AQUARIUS

Focus
on abundance. It’s there, if
you look. Collaboration’s a
good idea. Only accept costeffective strategies. Better
stay at home ... it’s not a
good time to travel.

PI S C ES St a r t by
listing the things you still
want to learn. There may
be f inancial challenges.
Stay close to home, patient
and thrifty, while you earn
valuable skills. Be creative.

STEPHANIE BRIGGS
6 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show,
$6 advance / $8 day of show
The White Mule,
1530 Main St.

RABBIT HOLE
6 p.m. / 8 p.m., $6.50
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.

WHAT: USC Fashion
Week Kick-Off
WHEN: 10 a.m.
WHERE: Russell House
Patio

CALENDAR
WHAT: National Society
of Collegiate Scholars
Meeting
WHEN: 6 p.m.
WHERE: RH 315

WHAT: TOMS at USC
Meeting
WHEN: 7:30 p.m.
WHERE: RH 305

WHAT: EMPOWER
Meeting
WHEN: 5 p.m.
WHERE: RH 201

WHAT: Senior Recital —
Regina Brown
WHEN: 6 p.m.
WHERE: Chapel

WHAT: USC Amnesty
International Weekly
Meeting
WHEN: 8 p.m.
WHERE: RH 315

WHAT: Pillars Training
WHEN: 5:30 p.m.
WHERE: RH 203

WHAT: Students for Life
Weekly Meeting
WHEN: 6 p.m.
WHERE: RH 348

WHAT: News From Last
Thursday Meeting
WHEN: 9 p.m.
WHERE: RH 309

Crossword

Edited by Wayne Robert Williams

04/11/11

Brought to you by:

PICTURE OF THE DAY

Coffee House
Tuesday 8PM
Shandon House
1804 Greene St.

Chris Keohane / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

USC debuted its 2010 Southeastern Conference Eastern Division Championship sign
during halftime of the spring game Saturday afternoon at Williams-Brice Stadium.

04/11/11

Columbia Charlotte Shuttle

The Charlotte Airport Just Got Closer
Heyents!
d
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
Stu
www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123

Solution from 04/08/11

ACROSS
1 Court jester
5 Zoo barriers
10 Sourdough’s ground
breaker
14 Quint’s boat in
“Jaws”
15 Polite
16 Yemen seaport
17 Country singer with
the 1961 hit “Crazy”
19 Trickery
20 __-mo replay
21 Vicinity
22 Submerge while
sitting poolside, as one’s
feet
24 Australian folk hero
Kelly
25 Mine entrance
26 49th state
30 Like the son in a
parable of Jesus
34 Bills of fare
35 Sudden ache
36 Heal
37 Old Norse mariner
38 1- and 64- Across, and
the ﬁrst words of the
four longest puzzle answers
39 Retain
40 Cranny relative
41 Russia’s __
Mountains
42 “Beau __”
43 Kitchen areas, perhaps
45 Fastening pin
46 Cereal grain
47 Also
48 Sponge for grunge
51 Play a round
52 Timing lead-in
55 “The Time
Machine” race
56 Shameful emblem in
Genesis
59 Puppy bites
60 Mindy, to Mork?
61 Teen bane
62 Reggae musician Peter
63 Doofus
64 Hammer or sickle
DOWN
1 Dandies
2 Shouted, say
3 Septi- plus one

Bible Study
Sunday 10AM
Shandon Baptist
5250 Forest Dr.

Solution 04/08/11

4 Vegas
opener
5 Joel who
was the
ﬁrst actor to
portray Dr.
Kildare
6 No longer
squeaky
7 Adidas
rival
8 Badge
material
9 Snow pack?
10 Hockshop
receipt
11 Beatnik’s “Got it”
12 Calaboose compartment
13 Pants part
18 2009 Series winners
23 Lend a hand
25 Synthetic ﬁber
26 Congressionally change
27 The king of
France?
28 Atom with a negative
charge
29 Remora
30 Mamas’ mates
31 Hotel client
32 Sharp ridge
33 With 45-Down,
Middle Ages quarantine
area

35 Put through a sieve
38 “The Flying __”:
Wagner opera
42 Explode
44 Padre’s hermana
45 See 33-Down
47 Memento
48 Pre-Easter period
49 Hodgepodge
50 “Uh-oh, I
dropped it!”
51 Big smile
52 Crisp, ﬁlled tortilla
53 Sot
54 First-year law student
57 Ring icon
58 Sylvester, e.g.

HOUSING

MISC

4BR/2BA House. Old Shandon.
Available Aug 1 $1,495. 318-0279
4BR/2BA House. Shandon. Available
June 1. $1,595. 318-0279
2BR/2BA House. Shandon. Available
June 1. $995 318-0729
Place On The Greene Condo.
2002 Greene St. Lovely 2bdr/2ba
condo in Five Points, close to
Starbucks, shopping, and restaurants.
Short 5 min. walk to campus. One
of the nicest units in the complex!
Beautiful paint colors, cute kitchen,
spacious bedrooms and bathrooms.
Great view! Secure entry. Price
includes a washer/dryer, and free
water. $925 mo. Available August 1st.
Call Michael at 413-2516. This is a
nice place to live! Thanks.

LIFEGUARD TRAINING CLASSES
offered at Harbison Rec. Center
call D. Cartee @ 803-781-2281 for
more info.

HUNGER LIKES
ACTION MOVIES,
TOO.
1 IN 6 AMERICANS NOW STRUGGLES WITH HUNGER.

TOGETHER
WE’RE

Hunger is closer than you think. Reach out to your local food bank
for ways to do your part. Visit FeedingAmerica.org today.

EMPLOYMENT
BARTENDING $250/dayNo exp nec.
Training available. 800-965-6520 x253

MISC
New Queen Mattress
Queen Mattress for sale. Brand new.
I can deliver it. $150 381-5648

terrorism forces
us to make a
choice. We can be
afraid. Or
we can be ready.

ready
www.ready.gov
1-800-BE-ready
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Secondary hopes depth woes in past
Legree, Holloman have strong outings in
spring game, combine for three interceptions

Ryan Velasquez

RVELASQUEZ@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Depth proved to be a major issue for South Carolina’s
secondary in 2010, and as a result, was a major focus point
in the offseason. If Saturday is any indication, that issue
may soon be behind them.
The USC defense intercepted four passes over the
course of the 2011 Garnet and Black Spring Game, two of
which came from cornerback Jimmy Legree.
The redshirt sophomore spent 2010 in a limited role
among Carolina’s defensive backs, but he believes the year
of experience contributed to his success in spring practice.
“As of now, I feel way more comfortable,” Legree said.
“I’ve got the playbook down pat and now it’s just time for
me to perform.”
Legree’s first interception came on a short crossing
pattern in the first half, while the next came later on a
deep pass that the sophomore managed to snag away from

the receiver.
“The first one came from over my shoulder. He broke
on the route pretty good. It was just an airball and I got
out there,” Legree said. “The second one, I knew what
route he was running and got a good start on him. I think
I just wanted the ball more.”
Legree credits much of his improvement to the veteran
leaders of the secondary, particularly in the mental aspects
of the game.
“They’ve helped me out a lot,” Legree said. “Sometimes
I’d get down on myself, but they kept me up and kept
me in good spirits, just telling me to stick through
it. I guess before I was a little tentative. Now I’m just
starting to finish plays more, relax more and just be more
comfortable.”
Holloman Solid at Spur: One of the most notable
changes of the offseason was DeVonte Holloman’s switch
from safety to spur, a position he appears to be settling
into based on this weekend’s production.
The junior managed four tackles in Saturday’s Spring
Game along with an interception that he returned for
a touchdown on the opening drive of the second half.

Stepping in front of walk-on quarterback Seth Strickland’s
pass, Holloman returned the interception 34 yards for the
Garnet team’s final points of the day.
“The transition’s been all right,” Holloman said. “I’m
learning more about the defense and getting smarter out
there on the field. On the pick, I just read the quarterback’s
eyes.”
Holloman spent his first two years with the program
playing boundary safety, a position assistant head coach
for defense Ellis Johnson said he played as the leader of
the secondary. In spite of that, however, Johnson believes
Holloman’s talent will be utilized best at spur.
“Last year, DeVonte was telling everyone else what to
do, and a couple times, he got out of position because of
that,” Johnson said. “We miss his presence back there, but
that’s not where he needs to play. In the long run at spur,
we need to blitz him more rather than have him covering
the deep zone.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
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Antonio Allen (26), Stephon Gilmore (5), Shaq Wilson (16) and Reginald Bowens (32) should play key roles in what South Carolina hopes is a deeper defensive unit this coming season.

QUARTERBACKS ● From 8
know if he didn’t have enough Gatorade in
him or what.”
As far as improvement is concerned,
though, Spurrier believes Shaw has plenty
of room for more, particularly if he is to
compete for the starting job in the fall.
“Connor needs to have a wonderful
summer if he is our quarterback,” Spurrier
said. “It was good for him to get a bunch of
snaps there. He just needs to take snap after
snap after snap, and we’re going to do that
next week. We’ve got two practices available
and we’re going to let him use them and
take his drops and throw.”
Also seeing considerable playing time
was redshirt freshman Dylan Thompson,
whose day got off to an impressive start. On
his first snap of the game, Thompson found
Smith on a 62-yard touchdown pass, giving
the Garnet team an early 7-0 lead.
From there, however, the freshman’s
day took a turn for the worse. Although he
finished with 168 yards passing, Thompson
proceeded to throw a pair of interceptions,
including one to DeVonte Holloman that
was returned for a touchdown. Despite
the late struggles, Thompson said the last
month’s practices have allowed him to
improve greatly as a quarterback.
SMITH ● From 7
t he start of t he season.
W het her he is play i ng
b eh i nd Jef fer y or at a
different receiver position
in order to get on the field,
Smith isn’t dwelling on
particulars.
“My main focus is on
playing behind Alshon,”
Smith said. “That’s where
I’m at right now.”
The g uys behind
M a r c u s: Fresh ma n
A l l-A mer ic a n t a i lbac k
Marcus Lattimore played
sparingly, with only three
carries for 19 yards. A s
a result, Gamecock fans
got a glimpse of what the
running game behind him
could look like.
Ken ny M i les, USC’s
leading rusher in 2009,
rushed for a touchdown
and led all running backs
w it h 43 y a r d s o n t h e
ground. Eric Baker, who
was named t he Most
Improved tailback of the
spring, rushed for 15 yards
and had three receptions.
S e n i o r w a l k- o n J o s h
Hinch, a Knoxville, Tenn.,
nat ive, had si x catches
for 43 yards out of t he
backfield.
“We are in good shape,”
Spu r r ier sa id. “ K en ny
Miles is an excellent back.
He has always averaged

“I think overall the spring was a success.
I grew a lot mentally and physically on the
field and on my plays,” Thompson said.
“Today didn’t go as well as I wanted it to. I
had a few bad reads, but overall I think the
spring was good. I think I did pretty well,
but I just have to keep improving over the
summer.”
As for the quarterback who was absent
from the sideline, Spurrier said Garcia’s
future will remain unknown for the time
being.
“Stephen G arcia’s fate w ill not be
determined probably any t ime soon,”
Spurrier said. “We’ll see how all of that
plays out here in the next maybe three or
four weeks.”
Regardless of what decision is made,
Carolina’s other quarterbacks remain
confident that they’ll be prepared to lead
the offense if called upon.
“The situation doesn’t really faze me,”
Shaw said. “It doesn’t matter if he’s going
to be on the field or off the field. I’m going
to compete to the best of my ability. If I’m
called on to be a starter or play, I’m going to
be ready to play.”

KRATCH ● From 7
one knows what team is
which. The level of play is
disjointed at best, horrific
at worst. The only reason
spring games happen, in
my opinion, is because
fans want them. Fans want
t he exc use to t ailgate,
waste a Sat u rday away
and pretend, if for a few
fleeting moments, that it’s
fall again. If that wasn’t the
case, I bet most coaches
would just have another
simple scr im mage a nd
send their charges off into
summer workouts.
I f spr i ng g a me s a re
going to exist, then they
might as well be exciting
and make money. Bot h

would be achieved by two
teams meeting up.
Set a few ground rules.
Teams have to travel by
bus to keep costs down. All
agreements must be homeand-home series for no
longer than four years. All
FBS programs must play a
spring game at an in-state
FCS program at least once
every five years. Coaching
staffs have to agree on
game rules.
Once all the details are
worked out, the system
should f lourish. W hich
would you rather watch
at the end of your spring
game experience? USC’s
walk-ons play USC’s other
walk-ons, or USC’s walkons play North Carolina’s

walk-ons? Don’t you think
Tennessee fans would drive
four hours east if the Vols
were playing their spring
game at Virginia Tech.
Wouldn’t a Pitt-Penn State
spring game make ESPNU
or E SPN2, muc h le s s
ESPN3? How could people
not appreciate the history
being put on display in a
spring rematch of the first
college game ever with
Rutgers and Princeton?
Legree saw a route he
recognized, jumped it and
made a play. Anyone with
common sense should be
able to see there is a spring
g a me a lt er n at i ve t h at
would be better than the
status quo.

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

about over f ive yards a
carry, and I think he did
a g a i n t here t o d ay. O f
course Eric Baker was hurt
last year. His k nees are
100 percent. Josh Hinch,
he is a good little football
player. We kept dumping
off finding him. He is a
valuable walk-on.”
Offensive line
produc t ion: W it h t he
G a me c o c k s e x p e c t i n g
to rely heavily on their
running game this coming
season, a lot of attention
has been put on how
O f fen sive L i ne C oac h
Shawn Elliott and his unit
are improving heading into
his second season on staff.

“I think they’re okay,”
Spu r r ier said. “I t h i n k
coach Elliott thinks we’re
going to be just as good,
maybe a little better. I’ve
never heard a coach say, ‘I
think we’ll be worse next
year,’ but we really like
these guys.”
Lattimore agreed with
Spurrier’s assessment of
the line.
“They’re playing more
as a unit,” Lattimore said.
“We had the best inside
drills that we’ve ever had
on Wednesday night. It
was just good to see that.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
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The Gamecocks played the Gamecocks in Saturday’s Garnet and Black Spring Game.

ALL EYES UNDER CENTER

Chris Keohane / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

With senior starting quarterback Stephen Garcia suspended indefinitely, Connor Shaw and the rest of the Carolina quarterbacks were under heavy scrutiny in Saturday’s spring game.

RVELASQUEZ@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

17-27, 176 yards, TD

Andrew
Clifford

Connor
Shaw

Just three days after Stephen Garcia was suspended from
the team indefinitely, all eyes were on South Carolina’s
other four quarterbacks during Saturday’s Garnet and Black
Game.
Rather than providing answers, however, USC’s arms left
many asking more questions following the Garnet team’s
21-17 victory.

7-8 for 65 yards, INT

Sanders on another deep route. Several plays later, however,
Shaw — who fi nished the day 17-27 passing while being
named the spring’s most improved quarterback — managed
to give the Black team its first touchdown of the day with a
five-yard pass to DeAngelo Smith.
“I thought I played pretty decent,” Shaw said. “There
were some times that I overthrew some receivers that I
could’ve hit, but overall it was a good experience. I thought
I did pretty well.”
Shaw’s day surprisingly came to an end after the second
quarter, reportedly from being overheated.
“He got cramps or heat dehydration, so he was finished
at halftime,” Spurrier said. “He’s in good shape, so I don’t
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“Our quarterbacks have got a lot to learn,” coach Steve
Spurrier said. “They aren’t there yet, but we think they can
get there.”
Drawing the most scrutiny of the four was sophomore
Connor Shaw, who spent 2010 backing up Garcia while
seeing playing time in nine games. Though he finished
with a game-high 176 passing yards and no interceptions
in Saturday’s scrimmage, the Flowery Branch, Ga., native
wasn’t without his struggles. Facing fourth down on the
game’s opening possession, Shaw targeted a wide-open
Alshon Jeffery streaking toward the end zone, but overthrew
the pass, resulting in a turnover on downs.
The sophomore missed another scoring opportunity on
the final drive of the first half, overthrowing an open Ace
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Shaw, quarterbacks focus of Garnet
and Black Game with Garcia out

6-13 for 168 yards, TD
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Kratch: Shake up spring game Smith stars with three scores
Make glorified
scrimmages
two-school affairs
Jimmy Legree had a great
Garnet and Black Game,
recording three tackles
and two interceptions. I’d
tell you which team the
redshirt
sophomore
cornerback
played a nd
registered
the picks
f o r, b u t I
have no idea.
James
I’m su re
Kratch
t here was
jkratch@
a n of f ic ia l
dailygamecock.
r o s t e r,
com
but it got
thrown out the window at
some point. Maybe Steve
Spurrier wrote his halftime
talking points on the only
copy.
A n y w a y, I d i g r e s s .
L e g r e e w a s n at u r a l l y
asked about both of his
intercept ions af ter t he
game.
“It was just an airball,
and I just got up there [and
grabbed it],” he said of his
first interception. “The

second one, I kind of knew
what route [the receiver
was] running, so I had a
little head start on him.”
Kudos to Leg ree for
ad m it t i ng he had a n
advantage on the second
one. I’d expect nothing less
from a young man with
such a noble first name.
Fu r t her more, Leg ree’s
statement intrigued me.
The point of a spring game
is to serve as a culmination
of spring practice
(scheduling irregularities
aside — see you Tuesday
at the Proving Grounds!)
and get a team valuable
e x p er ienc e pl ay i ng i n
front of a crowd and in a
semi-authentic, game-like
setting.
But is t hat being
ac h ie ve d i f t e a m s a re
play ing t hemselves,
and everyone has a basic
e nou g h k now le d g e of
what’s going on that, say, a
cornerback can get tipped
off on a route and jump a
play to create a turnover?
It’s hard to argue that it is.
Spring games need to stop
being glorified intrasquad
scrimmages. It’s time for
t hem to be t wo-school

affairs.
T h e r e ’s n o l a c k o f
precedent in other sports.
C ol le g e s o c c e r t e a m s
routinely play offseason
matche s ag a i n st ot her
schools. College basketball
teams have less-publicized
scrimmages against
other squads during the
preseason. A nd the idea
has been met with success
when floated in the past.
Many coaches — Texas
coach Mack Brown and
former Tennessee coach
Phil Fulmer come to mind
— have suggested spring
games against other schools
in the past.
I n t he same vein,
depa r ted USC sp ec ia l
teams coordinator Shane
Beamer said last summer
he’d be in favor of teams
get t ing one ex h ibit ion
game in t he preseason
against another school.
Assistant Head Coach for
Defense El l is Joh nson
echoed Beamer’s opinion
when asked for his.
Plus, there’s the elephant
in the room. Spring games
a r e b r ut a l l y d u l l . No
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DeAngelo Smith didn’t have a lot to
say for someone on the receiving end of
three touchdowns in Saturday’s Garnet
and Black Game.
“It feels pretty good,” Smith said. “The
past two years I’ve been hurt, so this year
I just want to be out here playing football
and try to make the starting team.”
Smit h caught a 62-yard pass from
Dylan Thompson for the Garnet squad
on the first play of its opening drive.
The redshirt sophomore then moved
over to the Black team, where he racked
up 52 yards and two touchdowns. Smith
led both units in receiving yards for the
game.
It was a continuation of a stellar spring
for Smith, who has caught a touchdown in
every spring scrimmage. His performance
during the sessions has drawn attention,
as he was named t he Joe Mor r ison
Offensive Player of the Spring during a
halftime ceremony.
Making Smith’s accomplishment even
more impressive is his background from
his playing days at Camden County High
in Georgia.
“He has really developed into a n
outstanding receiver, but he came from
a high school that does not throw the
ball,” coach Steve Spurrier said. “I think
he caught 10 passes his senior year, but
Steve [Spurrier] Jr., who recruits that
Kingsland, Ga., area, just watched him

run, watched him compete, watched him
block and watched him play football. We
took a shot at it, and he’s really come
around.”
Smith is behind star receiver Alshon
Jeffery on the depth chart, so it remains
uncertain as to what his role will be at
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DeAngelo Smith has spent much of spring
in the endzone.

